MY   AFRICAN   NEIGHBOURS

use half-crowns. I have been thinking a lot about that.
Where is the other half? Is that in England?'

The forms in which shyness and bashfulness manifest
themselves, even in male adult natives, are one of the most
astonishing peculiarities in the Negro's, and in particular
the Yao's, character. It is this perverted variety of
modesty which prevents grown-up men from giving direct
information, putting a direct question, or giving a direct
answer.

The following is a typical instance of the shifts in which
servants take refuge in order to give you some information
without having to undergo the painful ordeal of themselves
broaching the subject.

I was walking behind two 'boys' of mine, one of whom
had been in Zomba a few days previously, when they
started talking in a louder voice than usual and in Swahili,
which is not their own language. In the course of this
conversation the one who had been in Zomba mentioned,
first, that he had seen there Major X and Mr. Y, two
gentlemen with whom he knew that I was acquainted, and
then he went on to say that he had been in the 'Mandala'
store, and that he had there seen a lot of bacon. I then
asked him: 'Why did you not tell me that there is bacon in
Zomba?',

To this he replied: 'Why, have I not just told Hamiss
(the other boy):'

'Did you tell him because you wanted me to hear?' I
asked.

'Yes.'

'And when you told him that you had seen Major X

78